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Abstract

The art of calligraphy, as one of the most sublime manifestations of Islamic and Iranian culture,
has held a distinguished position in the scientific, cultural, and artistic life of Iran since the dawn
of Islamic civilization. Among these centers, the city of Qom, as a significant scientific and
religious hub of Shia Islam, has consistently played an active role in the propagation of the art of
writing and calligraphy since the early Islamic periods. This research aims to investigate the
biographical accounts (Tazkareh) of scribes and calligraphers originating from Qom up to the end
of the Safavid era. By utilizing documents found in the Index of Iranian Manuscripts
(FANAKHA) and other historical sources, this study identifies approximately 50 scribes and
calligraphers of Qomi origin who were active between the 7th and 12th centuries AH. The
research methodology is descriptive-analytical and based on library and documentary studies. The
findings indicate that Qom, given its scientific, religious, and cultural foundations, provided a
suitable environment for the flourishing of calligraphy, particularly during the Timurid and
Safavid periods. The diversity of recorded works — ranging from religious to scientific and literary
texts — as well as religious inscriptions, demonstrates the depth and breadth of the activities of
Qomi scribes. This research can serve as a foundation for more comprehensive studies regarding
Qom's contribution to the history of Iranian calligraphy.

Keywords:
Biographical Accounts (Tazkareh), Calligraphy, Script, Scribes, Qom.
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